Instructions:  Please visit the website that discusses the holiday season in Germany and answer the questions.  When you are done, answer the questions that compare and contrast our holiday season here in the United States with that of Germany.  

http://www.vistawide.com/german/christmas/german_christmas_traditions.htm
1. How do you say Christmas in German?

2. What happens during advent? 

3. What is an advent wreath?  

4. What was the old tradition of lighting candles during the wintertime? 

5. What is Yule? (You may have to look this up further to find the full answer)

6. What is an advent calendar?  How was it done in the past and how is it done today?

7. What do people do at Christmas markets in Germany?

8. What can people buy there?

9. Do we have these in the USA?

10. Who was Saint Nick?

11. What did German people used to do on Saint Nick’s day?

12. Why did many places in Germany stop practicing Saint Nick’s day?

13. How do you say Santa Claus in German?

14. Some experts say that Santa Claus is an ancient figure older than Christmas.  Where did he come from and what does he represent?

15. What’s a Tannebaum? 

16. What is the first known Christmas Tree?

17. What do Germans usually do on Christmas Eve?

18. What do they do on Christmas Day(s)?

Compare and Contrast:

1. What are some similarities you saw between the holidays in Germany and here is the USA?
2. What are differences that you saw between the holidays there in Germany and here in the USA?
3. Look up some of the food they eat in Germany during Christmas time and compare it to the food we have here in the USA.  Also, think about whether your family has different food during the holiday season in comparison to other parts of the United States.  Why might your food be different than others?

