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Instructions: Go to http://www.thehistoryofenglish.com/history_before.html and read the information given there about the beginnings of English.  Read and answer the questions, and then send me your answers electronically through an e-mail with this document as an attachment.  

1. What does modern day English trace it roots back to? 
2. Where and when did the Proto-Indo-Europeans live

3. Why do we not know exactly what Indo-European sounds like? 

4. Where is the first writing from and when is it from? 

5. What modern day language is most closely related to Indo-European? 

6. What languages in Europe are not Indo-European? 

7. When did the Indo-European language spread out? 

8. What language groups had developed by 1000 BCE? 

9. Which ones had already died out by that time? 

10. What is a cognate? Why are they important? 

11. Give three examples of cognates:

12. Why are linguists focused more on German if we are learning about English? 

13. Where did Proto-Germanic begin and when? 

14. How did we get the word “foot” if the main word was “pada”?  What happened?

15. What are some constants that changed over time?   

16. What are some words in English that come from indigenous cultures and not from Indo-Europeans. 

17. What are the three groups of Germanic languages? 
18. Which branch did English come from? 

19. Obviously, English was born in England, but there was a language in England prior to the birth of the language: what language was there? 

20. Who were the Celts?

21.  How far did their culture reach? 

22. Why do we not speak a Celtic language if that was the language of England? 

23.  What few words do we have left from the Celtic language?  What are they mostly?

24. Even though we don’t speak a Celtic language, we still use some Celtic grammar.  Give an example:  

25. Who still speaks a Celtic language? 

26. When did the Romans arrive in Britain?  Who brought them?

27. How long was Britain part of the Roman Empire? 

28. Which parts were not enculturated by the Romans? 

29. Did the Romans at this time have a major influence on today’s English?  How do we know?

