What is Race and is it Real?

Go to this website: http://www.pbs.org/race/003_RaceTimeline/003_00-home.htm 

Follow the instructions to answer the questions about each section

What is race?  Click through the different info pop ups and answer the questions below.
1. How did ancient civilizations divide people into groups?
2. How has genetics proven that rave does not exist?

3. Was slavery based on race during antiquity?  What was it based on?

4. How did rave play a significant role in the development of the United States as a country?

5. What is so interesting about our species in comparison to most other species?

6. Why is skin color not important when describing race?

7. Where does the most variation occur in our species?

8. Does this all mean racism isn’t real?

Sorting People: 
1. Try the activity by sorting people by their physical characteristics.  Was it easy for you or difficult?

2. What does the activity try to show you?

3. Go back and try the exploring traits.  What is this activity trying to demonstrate? 

Race Timeline: 

1. How did the Greeks divide people?

2. Where did the word slave come from?  Were slaves captured because of their physical characteristics? 

3. What is more important than race during the time of the colonies? 

4. When there is a labor uprising in the early colonial times, which group gets more freedom and which group loses freedom?

5. When does the term White first appear and for what reasons?

6. When do Native Americans begin to view themselves as a single race, and why did they do so?

7. What is manifest destiny and why is race involved with it?
8. What are some unintended consequences of Darwin’s Theory of Evolution? 

9. What is eugenics and why does it have such negative consequences? 

10. Why are not all Europeans treated fairly if they technically are “white”?

11. Why was it important to define what “White” meant?  
12. Why did the percentage of African ancestry change when it came to defining who was black or not?

13. Why have Mexicans changed in their classification from “white”, “nonwhite”, to now “white Hispanic”?

14. Why is blood quantum with Native Americans such a heated debate?

15. When did it finally become legal across the country to marry another race?  Does it seem like it was that long ago? 

16. Why is it important for bilingual schools to exist? 

17. Why are wealth gaps so ingrained in our society? 

18. What are the pros and cons of having “multiracial” as an option on the census? 
Human Diversity:  Click on this section and take the quiz for fun before moving on to Explore Diversity
        Quiz: 

1. What were some of the questions you knew while taking the quiz? 

2. What were some of the questions you didn’t know before taking the quiz? 

Click on Physical Appearance and go through Skin Color
1. Looking at the map of the world, where are some of the most pigmented people from? 

2. According to the map, where are the least pigmented people? 

3. When taking the whole world into consideration, where are people more pigmented and less pigmented? 

4. Does the similarity of pigmentation occur only within one “race” or does similar pigmentation occur across different “races”?

