The Settlement of Polynesia 2: 
Heyerdahl and Sharp:

1. What was Thor Heyerdahl’s theory on how the Polynesian islands were populated?  How did he try to prove his theory correct?
2. What was Sharp’s theory about how the Polynesian islands were populated? 

The Archaeological Response: 
1. What was the opinion of the educated community about Heyerdahl’s theory? 

2. What weakness did Heyerdahl uncover about the study of Polynesia? 

3. Does the archaeological evidence prove or disprove Heyerdahl’s theory?  How so? 

4. What was the culture that created the pottery that archaeologists consider the ancestors of the Polynesian culture? Where was it first located?

5. How long did it take this culture to spread through the Polynesian Islands?  Why is it surprising? 

6. Is this culture considered Polynesian or something different?  When did Polynesian culture really begin? 

7. When were the Marquesas Islands settled? 
8. When were the Cook Islands and the Society Islands settled?
9. When did they reach Hawai’i? 
10. When did they reach Easter Island (Rapa Nui)? 
11. When did they reach New Zealand? 
12. Why is it important to know that there are no cultural artifacts from South American Indians on any Polynesian Island? 
13. What is the one thing on Polynesian Islands that does come from South America?  What does this mean? 
14. Which domesticated plants were brought along to all the islands? 
15. Which domesticated animals were brought along to all the islands? 
16. Where did all of these domesticated plants and animals come from? Does this prove or disprove Heyerdahl’s theory?
17. What does it suggest that all of these domesticated plants and animals were in the boats when the Polynesians began to sail? 
