The Settlement of Polynesia
Instructions:  Please go to the website provided, http://www.pbs.org/wayfinders/polynesian.html, and click on the link to take you to the correct webpage to answer the questions about the settlement of the Polynesian Islands. 
Introduction: 

1. Who are the three famous European explorers and where did they sail to and when did they do it?

-

-

-

2. Who are the three Polynesian explorers, and where did they sail to? 

3. When Europeans arrived to the Polynesian Islands, who did they discover?  And what type of technology did they have 

4. What are the different types of disciplines that have been trying to figure out how Polynesians settled the islands? 

5. Why is it so surprising the Polynesians made it to these islands? 

Polynesians: An Oceanic People:

1. What islands did the Polynesian ancestors leave?  Which direction did they go?  When did they do it? 

2. What island did they go to? 

3. How far were the islands apart at first, and by the end how far apart where they?

4. What type of ships did they develop as the crossed the ocean? 

5. How did they navigate? 
6. What did they have to bring with them in order to survive on these new islands?

7. What are the names of the mid-ocean archipelagos? 

8. What is an archipelago? 

9. Did it become easier or harder as they sailed farther east?  Why?

10. What were the last three islands that Polynesians colonized?  Where are they located?  When did they do it? 

11. What was the Polynesian canoe like? 

12. How much could they carry on it? 

European Explorers: 

1. What did the Europeans think of the Polynesians when they first met? 

2. What were some of the first theories about how the Polynesians arrived to their islands? 

3. What did the 18th century explorers begin to study about the islands?

4. What was Captain James Cook the first to discover about Polynesia? 

5. Why did Captain Cook stay on Tahiti for so long?  What was he the first European to do? 

6. What did Tupa’ia explain to Captain Cook? 

7. What did Tupa’ia convince Captain Cook? 

8. How as Banks able to use the Tahitian language to explain migration?

9. What was the obstacle that was still stopping Captain Cook from believing that the Polynesians could have reached all the way to Easter Island and Hawai’i? 
10. Why did Captain Cook not believe the Polynesians were from South America? 

11. What did Tupa’ia explain to Captain Cook that finally resolved how Polynesians crossed the Pacific Ocean? 

Linguistic Evidence: 
1. Before archaeology, how did people study the migrations of the Polynesians? 
2. What did Mr. Banks and Captain Cook do with Polynesian words?  What two languages did they compare?  What other language did they decide the Polynesian languages came from?

3. What did people later on discover about the languages? 

4. Which island or culture did people decide did not belong with the Polynesian languages? 

5. Where else did the languages spread to? 

6. What do they now call this language group that includes Polynesian, Southeast Asian, and African languages? 

7. What is the story about the homeland of the Maori in New Zealand?  What island did scholars decide the story was about? 

8. What is the story about the homeland of the Hawaiians?  What island did scholars decide the story was about? 

