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Room Phone # (512) 841-9859

 AP® Spanish Language and Culture Syllabus 2016-2017
Course Objectives 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course provides students with opportunities to develop language proficiency across the three modes of communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational. Students learn about culture through the use of authentic materials that are representative of the Spanish-speaking world. Materials include a variety of different media, e.g., journalistic and literary works, podcasts, interviews, movies, charts, and graphs. AP Spanish Language and Culture is a language acquisition course designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where Spanish is spoken and as such, is an immersion experience requiring almost exclusive use of Spanish, a requirement which class participation grades reflect.

Expectations:                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. Be in your assigned seat, ready to complete the Warm-Ups when the bell rings.                                               2. Bring all appropriate materials to class.  (You will need a notebook)



                         3. Put away all non-class related materials before the bell rings. 



                                             4. Refrain from disruptive behavior during class. 





                       5. Show respect for your classmates, teacher, classroom, and yourself. 

STUDENTS ARE ALSO EXPECTED TO FOLLOW ALL DISTRICT AND SCHOOL POLICIES AT ALL TIMES! 

Consequences:                                                                                                                                                                        

1. Verbal warning. 









                      2. Teacher-student conference. 






                                                               3. Call to parent, possibly a parent conference.  





                                    4. Referral. 

Pre-assessments: 
September Preliminary Assessments 
All students complete three separate preliminary assessments based on the Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational modes of communication. These assessments are graded as class work and form the basis of a portfolio of student work, so that both student and teacher may monitor learning throughout the year. 

Overall Grading 
Each six weeks grade is based on points. Timeliness of assignments is crucial. Grades are lowered one complete letter grade for each day an assignment is submitted late.
Grading Policy: 

· Daily:      20%  This includes participation, calentamientos, classwork, and homework

· Quizzes:  35%  This includes presentations as well as traditional written quizzes

· Exams     45%  This includes major presentations, projects, and traditional written exams 

Calentamientos:  These are the Warm Ups or Bell Ringers that will occur every single class period, so that the student is working the moment they walk into class.  Sometimes the calentamientos will be review of vocab or grammar, but they may also be a question that will lead into the topic of the day.  You will do your Calentamientos in your notebook or through Google Forums.  
Homework: Given as often as each class period.  
Tests: Assessments include integration of the modes of communication. Unit assessments are announced several days in advance. Students should visit with their teacher prior to an exam if they need extra help. It is imperative that students read and reflect on the feedback provided by the teacher, as it is there to help improve language proficiency and avoid the same errors on future assignments.

Quizzes: Frequent. Most are announced in advance.  Most quizzes will take the format of letters, presentations, or rough drafts of essays.  There will be quizzes over vocab and grammar as well, but they will be less frequent.  
Binder: Students are responsible for maintaining a 3-ring binder to organize homework, notes, corrected quizzes, practice exams, vocabulary, rubrics, and writing.  The binder will also be organized by theme so that students can easily keep track of their work.  

Oral Assessments: Individually and in groups, these will either be standalone assessments or will be part of a larger assessment, minimally one per marking period. 

Interactive Notebook: Students are required to bring a composition notebook to class every day.   The purpose of this notebook is to answer prompts given during class or as homework to practice writing.  Students will turn in this notebook through the grading period, and they will receive comments or questions that they will then have to answer.  This notebook will be a great resource to chart their progress.
Class Participation: Based on exclusive use of Spanish and ease of use. Speaking the language increases fluidity and accuracy. Risk-taking is rewarded. The goal is the communication, not the grammar. Use of English inhibits learning, weakens the process, and loses points. Students will come to understand that making mistakes is the only way to learn a language.  
News Report: Each student is responsible for reading and briefly summarizing orally the content of one the following each six weeks: news article, editorial, letter to the editor, and/ or TV news broadcast from a current, authentic source.  At the beginning of the year the presentation should only be one minute, but as the year progresses the presentations will be required to be longer.  Students may find their own articles or look from the list of websites at the end of syllabus.  
Essays: Throughout the course, students write a variety of essays (i.e. synthesis, persuasive, expository) using authentic listening and reading sources, such as documentaries, news reports, interviews, and newspaper and magazine articles; the essays are worth and are scored using the AP scoring guidelines. 

Language and Culture Portfolio: Students are required to engage in real-life activities outside the classroom to enrich their Spanish language and culture experiences. They complete entries that interest them throughout the year for their Language and Culture Portfolio. In person or online, students participate in one Cultural Contact each marking period from a choice board of authentic suggestions.  Options include but are not limited to: attending an art exhibit, musical show or play; preparing a meal while following recipes written in Spanish; regular correspondence through email, Skype or Face Time with heritage speakers in a Spanish-speaking country; viewing of important events involving target language speakers; and visits to university campuses for special events, hosting a student from a Spanish-speaking country; visiting area businesses and learning about opportunities with Spanish that include local restaurants, museums, festivals, events in the city and surrounding cities, and film night at school. Students make entries in a paper or electronic portfolio summarizing and reflecting orally or in writing about the experience. 

Final Exam is in AP format: examination of texts and a writing response to an article.
Tools for the Classroom: 

Weebly: Students may use this website to look for information about the class or to obtain my contact information.  Furthermore, students can get to other faculty members’ webpages if they need help on a day that I am not tutoring.   
Procedures: 

Absences: Students will check the “while you were out” folder for notes and articles.  They will  need to check to make up any test or quiz that they might have missed.  Another option to make sure they are up to date is to check the class website, as many of the assignments will be posted on the website.  

Being Tardy:  The student will place their tardy pass in the designated bin for tardies. Please begin to participate ASAP, and I will come to you if there is any information that you may have missed.  

Being Prepared: The student will be prepared with their binder, their interactive notebook, their homework complete, and the materials that are needed for the class, such as paper and pencils.  
By signing below, you acknowledge that you have read and agree to the information contained within the AP Spanish 4 Language and Culture syllabus and agree to the use of the internet for many of our assignments
Sign this document yourself and then have your parent/guardian sign below.

 Return this sheet (only this sheet—detach it from your syllabus! I promise you will want your syllabus!) to Mr. Salinas at the beginning of the next class (Wednesday, August 27). 

Please PRINT your name then sign in the space provided.   

___________________________________         ________________________    

STUDENT NAME (PRINT)   

       STUDENT I.D. NUMBER    

________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENT SIGNATURE 

Please share this information with your parent/guardian and have him/her sign the following acknowledging that he or she read the syllabus and the letter.   

______________________________                _____________________________________  

PARENT / GUARDIAN NAME(S)                   PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE 

______________________________                 _____________________________________ 

PARENT HOME NUMBER                               PARENT E-MAIL ADDRESS 

______________________________                 _____________________________________  

PARENT CELL NUMBER                                 SECOND PARENT CELL NUMBER  

______________________________                  ____________________________________  

PARENT WORK NUMBER                                         SECOND PARENT WORK NUMBER 

Parents/Guardians, please comment below if you have any questions or concerns

Syllabus is subject to change.  Please check class website for the most updated version. 
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